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Smithsonian Institution Archives



Our Collection

 Institutional Records of the Smithsonian

 Personal Papers & Special Collections

 Records of Professional Societies

 Oral and Video Histories

 Approximately 40,000 cubic feet

 Collection Storage in DC and Iron Mountain

 Four-Person Archives and Information Management 

Team

James Smithson



Our Services – AIM Team & RM

 Appraisal and Acquisition of Permanent Records

 Transfer of 600-1000 cubic feet per year

 Arrangement & Description/Finding Aids

 Records Center

 Transfer of 800-1000 

cubic feet per year

 Creation of Records 

Disposition Schedules
Smithsonian International Exchange Program



Records Management Guidance

 Records Management 

http://siarchives.si.edu/services/records-

management

 Managing Active Records

http://siarchives.si.edu/services/managing-active-records

 SI-wide Records Disposition Schedules (still in 

progress)

http://siarchives.si.edu/services/records-disposition-

schedule

http://siarchives.si.edu/services/records-management
http://siarchives.si.edu/services/managing-active-records
http://siarchives.si.edu/services/records-disposition-schedule


Our Services - Reference

 Three-Person Reference Team

 600-700 personal visits per year

 6000-7000 Emails per year

 Diverse Researcher Base

 Smithsonian Historian/Oral Historian

 Finding Aids on the Web/Collection Search:

http://www.siarchives.si.edu/search/sia_search_findingai
ds

Ruel P. Tolman, Director of the 

National Collection of Fine Arts,

now the Smithsonian American 

Art Museum

http://www.siarchives.si.edu/search/sia_search_findingaids


Our Services – Digital Services

 Digitization of Images & Video On-Demand/for Projects

 Electronic Records Preservation

 Field Book Registry

http://collections.si.edu/search/

 Transcription Center

https://transcription.si.edu/

William Healey Dall Field Notes

from Alaska Expedition

http://collections.si.edu/search/
https://transcription.si.edu/


Our Services – Collections Care

 Preservation and Conservation

 Overview on SIA Website: 

http://siarchives.si.edu/services/collections-care

http://siarchives.si.edu/services/collections-care


Every collection has 

many stories to 

tell....

Stories from SIA



Stories from SIA – The Will

James Smithson (1765-1829)U.S. Accepts Gift August 10, 1846



Stories from SIA – Megatherium Club

Joseph Henry Family

Robert Kennicott, 

Henry Ulke, Henry 

Bryant and William 

Stimpson



Stories from SIA – Moynihan (STRI)

 Martin H. Moynihan

(1928-1996)

Smithsonian Tropical

Research Center



Stories from SIA – Moonwatch/Sputnik

Fred Whipple 

(1906-2004)

Whipple 

Observatory, 

Mt. Hopkins, AZ Whipple’s Notes as Data from 

Sputnik “Trackers” Arrive



Stories from SIA – Scopes Trial

Images in Flickr Commons

https://www.flickr.com/photos/smithsonian/

sets/72157607580371997/

William Jennings Bryan, 

Clarence Darrow George Washington Rappleyea, 

John Thomas Scopes 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/smithsonian/sets/72157607580371997/


Stories from SIA - Hirshhorn

Alexander 

Calder 

Postcard

Georgia 

O’Keeffe

Joan Mondale, sculptor Mark di Suvero, 

Joseph Hirshhorn



Stories from SIA – Wright Brothers

Charles 

Walcott, 

Wilbur 

Wright, 

Alexander 

Graham Bell, 

Orville 

Wright



Stories from SIA – Freaks & Geeks

Francisco Lentini, 

Three-Legged Boy

Clelonda,

Bi-Ped Dog



Contact and Links

Tammy Peters, Supervisory Archivist, peterst@si.edu or x35926

Reference Inquiries to SIA: osiaref@si.edu

siarchives.si.edu

http://siarchives.si.edu/blog [Bigger Picture Blog]

@SmithsonianArch

www.facebook.com/SmithsonianInstitutionArchives

http://www.youtube.com/user/SIArchives

https://www.flickr.com/photos/smithsonian

mailto:peterst@si.edu
mailto:osiaref@si.edu
siarchives.si.edu
http://siarchives.si.edu/blog
https://twitter.com/SmithsonianArch
http://www.facebook.com/SmithsonianInstitutionArchives
http://www.youtube.com/user/SIArchives
https://www.flickr.com/photos/smithsonian

